
Well what a spring / summer season we’ve had. The recent storm activities has 

provided some good reports of decent rainfall. A number of storms have been 

present in surrounding regions with reports of up to 80 - 90ml of rain received.  

 

While those regions who’ve received good rainfall are now quite picturesque, 

spare a thought for the rest of the state. In early January 2016 reports confirmed 

86 % of Queensland was drought effected and/or drought declared. Surely many 

of these regions must have received some rain by now . 

On a lighter note I’m happy to report that Bremer Catchment Association (BCA) 

is progressing well. There are a number of projects in the early planning stages 

including a field day or two. Recent discussions were held in relation to securing 

a shipping container to store/house all of BCA’s equipment. Monies obtained 

from a 2015 grant will greatly assist in purchasing some much needed equipment 

for BCA, with the opportunity to upgrade some existing (but tired) BCA equip-

ment.  

Discussions were also held recently with a small group of stakeholders, in the 

early development of a group referred to as ‘Bremer River Network’ (BRN). 

Concerns for future funding and intended environmental projects were outlined. 

As a ‘not-for-profit volunteer based group of like-minded individuals’, BCA has 

provided significant support and funding for a number of environmental projects 

throughout the local community and greater catchment region. This work remains 

a major focus for BCA, and should BCA be successful in obtaining further grant 

monies, all of our time and expertise will definitely be required. 

The opportunity to conduct a study on the Upper Mt Walker Hillslope Erosion 

Project (UMWHEP) was undertaken. This work has now been completed. John 

Jackson (UMWHEP Project Leader) has been doggedly discussing and liaising 

with appropriate people, in order to finalise the study (for further works progress). 

It is envisaged that the report will greatly support further grant applications and 

meet funding criteria.  

A field day to a Kalbar Revegetation Site is currently being planned. BCA mem-

bers involved in this revegetation site (Jocelyn Clarkson and Barry Jahnke) have 

been progressing along for many years and it will be a great opportunity to take in 

their hard work, listen to their experiences and view the exciting results. BCA 

members will be advised on the time and date for the Kalbar Revegetation Site 

soon.                  

President's Message—by Gary Cochrane 
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Limitations 

 Awned seed, difficult to harvest, 

handle and sow 

 Low growing and accumulates 

small quantity of forage for dry 

season 

 Becomes unpalatable after flower-

ing  

 Competes strongly with legumes  

 Stand reduced to individual tufts in 

severe drought exposing land to 

soil erosion. 

Pasture type and use 

Indian bluegrass is suitable as a per-

manent pasture on poorer soils. It 

can be cut for hay. It is used for 

erosion control, reseeding eroded 

land, waterways, revegetating 

mine waste and for lawns, sown by 

seed or from sprigs. 

Indian Bluegrass  Bothriochloa pertusa 

Come to the BCA 

Field Day on 23rd 

April to learn 

more about it. 
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Indian Bluegrass 

Mature seed-head 

of Phragmites aus-

tralis.  

Uses/applications 

A permanent pasture for grazing systems 

in poorer soils.  Generally too low for cut-

and-carry.  Can be ensiled or cut for 

hay.  Little value for stand over as it be-

comes unpalatable with flowering.  Can 

be used in no-till vegetable system in 

which B. pertusa stand killed with herbi-

cide prior to introduction of vegetable 

seedlings, providing mulch .  Also used 

for erosion control, reseeding eroded 

land, lining floodways, stabilising and 

revegetating mine waste, and for turf and 

amenity plantings. 

Strength 

 Provides a good groundcover 

 Grows on infertile soils 

 Competes well with weeds 

 Produces good quality forage 

 Tolerates heavy grazing 

Transforming a Salt Scald to Wetland at Kalbar 

Barry and Marjorie Jahnke (BCA) have transformed their 17 hectare property near 

Kalbar from a degraded, saline eyesore, to a thriving diverse wetland full of water 

birds. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On their property an area of 4 ha is under Phragmites australis. It is known as a 

Common Reed and considered to be native to large parts of the world. In Australia 

it is native to Queensland and other States. 

Indian Bluegrass in 

seed heads 

http://www.tropicalforages.info/key/Forages/Media/Html/Bothriochloa_pertusa.htm
http://www.tropicalforages.info/key/Forages/Media/Html/glossary.htm#pasture
http://www.tropicalforages.info/key/Forages/Media/Html/glossary.htm#hay
http://www.tropicalforages.info/key/Forages/Media/Html/Bothriochloa_pertusa.htm
http://www.tropicalforages.info/key/Forages/Media/Html/glossary.htm#mulch


Some introduced weeds from other coun-

tries have become serious pests in 

Queensland. Weeds threaten Queen-

sland's primary industries, natural envi-

ronment, livestock, human health and 

people's livelihoods. 

Under Queensland law, landowners, 

including state and local government, 

are responsible for controlling declared 

weeds on their property. Queensland's 

farmers spend more than $600 million 

each year on weed-related control ac-

tivities. However, the total cost of 

weeds to Queensland's economy and 

your business can be much higher, in-

cluding: 

 direct control and management 

costs 

 competition with pasture species to 

reduce available grazing 

 toxicity to stock 

 competition with crops for space, 

water and nutrients 

 increased stock mustering costs 

 loss of ecotourism values 

 impact of aquatic weeds on water 

quality and irrigation. 

This guide explains various methods to 

control weeds on your property and 

how this can benefit your business. 

Declared weeds 

There are 3 classes of declared weeds 

under the Land Protection (Pest and 

Stock Route Management) Act 2002. 

Landowners are responsible for keep-

ing their property free of declared 

weeds. Your local government and Bio-

security Queensland provide weed con-

trol support services but may also en-

force landowner responsibilities if nec-

essary. 

Weeds that are not declared under 

state legislation may have control re-

quirements imposed by local govern-

ments. 

Controlling weeds on your property 

Weeds threaten 

Queensland’s 

primary 

industries, 

natural 

environment, 

livestock, human 

health and 

people’s 

livelihood 
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Caption describing picture 

or graphic. 

Class 1 declared weeds 

 are not commonly present in 

Queensland 

 would seriously threaten Queen-

sland's primary industries, natural 

environment, livestock, human 

health and people's livelihoods 

 if found in Queensland are subject 

to eradication 

 landowners are required by law to 

keep their land free of Class 1 

weeds 

must not be introduced, kept, re-

leased or sold without a permit; pen-

alties of up to $88,000 apply. 

Report suspect weed sightings 

To report suspect sightings of Class 1 

declared weeds, contact Biosecurity 

Queensland on 13 25 23 or your local 

government. 

Class 2 declared weeds 

 are established in Queensland 

 seriously threaten Queensland's 

primary industries, natural envi-

ronment, livestock, human health 

and people's livelihoods 

 must be controlled by landowners 

on their property 

must not be introduced, kept, re-

leased or sold without a permit; pen-

alties of up to $44,000 apply. 

Class 3 declared weeds 

 are established in Queensland 

 threaten Queensland's primary 

industries, natural environment, 

livestock, human health and peo-

ple's livelihoods 

 must be controlled by landowners 

whose property is adjacent to an 

environmentally significant area 

must not be introduced, supplied, re-

leased or sold without a permit; pen-

alties of up to $22,000 apply. (PTO) 

BCA has two 

weed spray-

ing units 

available for 

hire 

http://www.daf.qld.gov.au/plants/weeds-pest-animals-ants/weeds/declared-plants/class-1
http://www.daf.qld.gov.au/plants/weeds-pest-animals-ants/weeds/declared-plants/class-1
http://www.daf.qld.gov.au/about-us/contact-us
http://www.daf.qld.gov.au/about-us/contact-us


Planned, ongoing management 

Planned, ongoing weed management 

strategies have high initial and ongoing 

costs. Yet, this approach is also likely to 

deliver long-term benefits with reduced 

weed incursions and impacts. 

Local eradication 

If you have a small property with a well

-defined weed problem, you may con-

sider local eradication strategies. This 

approach has high initial costs but lim-

ited ongoing costs as only monitoring 

will be required. If successful, local 

eradication can deliver long-term bene-

fits for your property. 

Crisis management 

If weed incursions are high and their 

impacts are obvious, you may decide to 

implement crisis management strate-

gies. This approach has high initial 

costs but no ongoing costs. You will 

probably see reduced weed impacts in 

the short term, but long-term benefits 

are unlikely. 

How to identify weeds 

In simple terms, a weed is a 

plant out of place. Weeds are 

able to spread rapidly and 

have unwanted economic, 

environmental or social im-

pacts. 

Weeds can be very difficult 

to identify, and may be con-

fused with plants that are 

not weeds, including native 

or endangered species. 

Some weeds also look very different in 

their juvenile and mature stages. 

Some factors to consider when identify-

Controlling weeds on your property (Cont.) 

For further info: 

www.business.qld.

gov.au/industry/

agriculture/ 

land-management/

health-pest-weeds- 
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A weed is a 

plant out of 

place 

Non-declared weeds 

 are established in Queensland 

 threaten Queensland's natural en-

vironment 

landowners are encouraged to control 

non-declared weeds on their property 

to reduce their impacts. 

1. Weed control strategies 

Taking a proactive approach to weed 

control is generally much better than 

waiting for problems to occur. Decid-

ing on a weed management strategy 

early allows you to plan your activities 

and allocate a budget for dealing with 

your weed problems. 

Doing nothing may save you money 

in the short term, but your property 

may suffer from weed impacts, which 

may cost you in the long term. You 

may also face penalties for non-

compliance with weed control laws. 

Choosing a weed management 

strategy 

To make cost-effective business deci-

sions on weed control, you need to 

gather information on: 

 the size of the 

weed problem 

on your prop-

erty and how 

much it is 

costing you 

 total costs of 

available weed 

control meth-

ods and likely 

benefits of each, including time 

frames. 

Based on this information, you can 

perform a simple cost-benefit analysis 

on various pest management strate-

http://www.daf.qld.gov.au/plants/weeds-pest-animals-ants/weeds/impacts-of-weeds
https://www.business.qld.gov.au/industry/agriculture/land-management/health-pests-weeds-diseases/weeds-and-diseases/controlling-weeds-property/weed-control-laws
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=11&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi8w7ejl9vKAhUCopQKHVIEBd8Q_B0IejAK&url=%2Fimgres%3Fimgurl%3Dhttp%3A%2F%2Fcdn.gdaypubs.com.au%2Fimages%2Fphotos%2Flarge%2Fpub_6746.jpg%26imgrefurl%3Dhttp%3A%2F%2F


Harrisville is a town in the Scenic Rim 

Region of Queensland, Australia. At the 

2011 Australian Census Harrisville re-

corded a population of 427. Warrill 

Creek, a tributary of the Bremer River, 

passes through the western parts of the 

town. 

The town is believed to be named after 

brothers John Harris (1819–1895) and 

George Harris (1831–1891) who had a 

store and cotton ginnery in the area. Cot-

ton was a valuable crop at that time as 

the American Civil War had created a 

worldwide shortage. 

Harrisville Historical Society maintains a 

museum in Queen Street which includes 

a rain-gun used during the 1902 drought. 

The centenary of Harrisville was cele-

brated in 1963 with a street parade and 

centenary ball organised by the Harris-

ville Centenary Celebrations Committee. 

In 2013 Harrisville commemorated 150 

years with a street procession and unveil-

ing of a plaque by the Governor of 

Queensland. 

The locals are still planting and harvest-

ing crops such as potatoes, raising a few 

head of cattle, and milking dairy herds.  

The big change, of course, has come with 

sealed and multi-laned roads which have 

made it so much easier to travel to Ips-

wich and Brisbane and south-west to the 

towns of the scenic rim, such as Boonah 

and Warwick and the rainforest parks of 

the border ranges.  

 

Harrisville 

Harrisville has 

also been home 

to some larger-

than-life 

characters.  
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Along with so many Queensland towns, 

Harrisville has boasted a Royal Hotel 

since the early days of settlement. The 

first Royal burnt down in 1920 when 

the existing hotel was built. The 'new' 

Royal's veranda looks directly along the 

Harrisville main street and is a popular 

watering hole and meeting place for the 

locals. 

    Agriculture around the township. 

 

Harrisville has also been home to some 

larger-than-life characters. Australian 

movie pioneer Charles Chauvel spent 

his childhood in Harrisville. Take a 

drive down Charles Chauvel Drive or 

read all about him at the local museum. 

Harrisville is also home to two historic 

pubs and two wineries, which means 

you won’t leave the place thirsty. 

              The Royal Hotel 

Commercial  

Hotel 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scenic_Rim_Region
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scenic_Rim_Region
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Queensland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bremer_River_(Queensland)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Harris_(Queensland_politician)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cotton_gin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Civil_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Drought_in_Australia#Drought_in_the_20th_century
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Disclaimer 

While we hope that 

you will find this 

publication informa-

tive , BCA does not 

guaranty  that the 

information herein 

is without flaw, or 

is wholly appropri-

ate for your particu-

lar purpose. We 

therefore disclaim 

all liability for any 

error,  loss or other 

consequence , 

which may arise 

from you relying on  

any information in 

this publication 

Some of the BCA members were able to attend a social gathering on 

Saturday the 16th January. We met in the Ipswich Wetlands Park at 

4.30pm. 

While member took a stroll along the Creek, Gary prepared the 

BBQ. Sausages and onions brought the happy wanderers back and 

all had an enjoyable time. 

With the recent rains the park looked very inviting and the grass was 

mowed. We were very fortunate with the weather as it was overcast 

and a slight breeze kept the temperature down.   

 

                Gary and Bill hard at work 

 

  It was such a peaceful gathering that we 

even had a visit from a Tawny Frogmouth. 

The tawny frogmouth (Podargus 

strigoides) is a species of frogmouth native 

to Australia that is found throughout the 

Australian mainland and Tasmania. Tawny 

frogmouths are big-headed stocky birds of-

ten mistaken for owls due to their nocturnal 

habits and similar colouring. The tawny 

frogmouth is sometimes incorrectly referred 

to as “mopoke”, a common name for the 

southern boobook whose call is often con-

fused for the tawny frogmouth's.[ 

The Tawny Frogmouth  

Photo by Barry Jahnke   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frogmouth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tasmania
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Owl
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nocturnal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southern_boobook
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tawny_frogmouth#cite_note-Owl_Pages-2

