
 

Many Studies and Reports have been prepared for SEQld including our Bremer 

Catchment. These are dated in the past and recent. Several of these catchment studies 

had extensive time, comments  and knowledge input of many. They were prepared 

with a clear expression of the ability of our community to cooperate, and to form 

partnerships. 

 

The abundant Reports are meant to guide us as a 

management tool. It defines a series of actions for each of 

the 13 sub-catchments. It includes agricultural landuse, 

recreation, tourism, community attitudes and the general 

well-being of the catchment. 

 

These recommended actions are based on available data, the 

findings of numerous studies, and the BCA input. 

 

Actions are not fixed, but over time must be reviewed and 

fine-tuned. Community opinion can be softened through 

awareness and education programs which clearly explain why an action, or no action 

is taken. 

 

Lead agencies, for the specific issues, can be identified. Depending on their available 

expertise finance and knowledge of the issues. 

 

These studies should be viewed as "not for the sake of having studied” but 

implementing actions. The year 2019 gave us many reminders from within the many 

past Reports and Studies.. 

 

 

Wishing you all a happy New Year and sufficient rain for 2020. 
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Growing a digital future in agriculture: what will it take? 
 

Australia’s agricultural industries have the opportunity to harness the benefits of big 

data and digital technology, and it’s a case of working together at all levels, according 

to the Australian Farm Institute’s Executive Director Mick Keogh. 

 

Mick was the keynote speaker at the Australian Agriculture: Growing a Digital Fu-

ture National Forum held at Parliament House in Canberra in September. The forum 

bought together representatives from Rural Development Corporations, educators, 

researchers, government, the private sector and the farming community. 

 

Research has shown that digital innovation could lift the GVP of the Australian agri-

cultural sector by $20.3 billion. Four key areas have been identified as benefiting pro-

ducers across the sector – managing inputs, automation and labour saving, market ac-

cess and biosecurity and genetics.  The Australian agricultural sector has set a course 

for Australian farms to produce $100 billion by 2030. In his keynote presentation, 

Mick outlined the opportunities and challenges for Australian agriculture’s digital 

transformation. 
 

“In the past, Australian agriculture was able to increase output, despite low productiv-

ity growth, by expanding the amount of land and water resources utilised by the sec-

tor,” he said. 

“That option is no longer available, and in fact the amount of land and water re-

sources available to the sector has declined significantly in recent decades, and is pre-

dicted to shrink further. 

“Consequently, a key focus of efforts to increase the annual value of agricultural out-

put in Australia must be on improving agricultural productivity.” 

The widespread adoption of digital technologies by agricultural businesses is poten-

tially one of the most important ways to stimulate improved rates of productivity 

growth. 

 

Mick said the advantages that digital technology can bring are not limited to the farm, 

and some of the biggest gains in value are likely to be generated from the adoption of 

digital systems that extend seamlessly through the supply chain from farm to con-

sumer. 

“Some of the best avenues Australian agriculture has available to increase the value 

of output involve targeting higher value and premium markets,” he said. 

“The potential additional value that digital technologies can bring to Australian agri-

culture was outlined in a detailed economic analysis by the Centre for International 

Economics under the Precision to Decision Agriculture project – the forerunner to 

Growing a Digital Future. 

 

For more information visit crdc.com.au/growing-digital-future 

*AgriFutures Australia is a project supporter of Australian Agriculture: Growing a 

Digital Future. 
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Watermelon farming an ancient practice 

Watermelon farmers in the Bremer Catchment have been taking part in a practice 

that dates back to ancient Egypt. 

A leaf found in a mummy's sarcophagus in a tomb in Egypt was tested and the re-

sults revealed it was from a 3500-year-old domesticated watermelon plant. 

While the DNA investigation into the leaf told the scientists which plant they had, it 

was a picture on a wall in the tomb of Chnumhotep in Saqqara, that showed a green, 

elongated melon. 

 

 

 

 

Watermelons are native to the region but the wild ones are bitter and have white 

flesh. The leaves they found in the sarcophagus of an unknown priest had genes pre-

sent that prevented the bitter flavour from developing. 

 The study came to the conclusion that Egyptians of the New Kingdom were eating 

red, sweet watermelon  3500 years ago.         From the Fassifern Guardian. 
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New Biosecurity Advisory Group announced 

This week the Minister for Agriculture, Senator Bridget McKenzie an-

nounced the establishment of a new biosecurity advisory group, Biosecu-

rity Futures. 

The group will be made up of members from the National Farmers’ Federation, 

Australian Pork Limited, Fertiliser Australia, Freight and Trade Alliance, Food and 

Beverage Importers Association, Tourism and Transport Forum, Minerals Council 

and Seafood Industry Australia. 

It will be chaired by the Minister and meet twice a year, or as needed, to discuss 

biosecurity concerns as well as ways to improve the biosecurity system. 

National Farmers’ Federation CEO Tony Mahar said he was looking forward to 

working with the group to discuss the diverse biosecurity issues that affect the agri-

culture sector.  

“Australia’s biosecurity system is absolutely fundamental to the success of our agri-

culture industries, to the health of our natural environment and to our society and 

economy at large,” said Mr Mahar. 

“We welcome the Minister’s decision to set up this new advisory group, which will 

allow industry to contribute constructively to biosecurity policy discussions at a 

high level”. 

 

 

 

 

 

Biosecurity, as originally conceptualized, is a set of preventive measures 

designed to reduce the risk of transmission of infectious diseases in crops 

and livestock, quarantined pests, invasive alien species, and living modified 

organisms. The emerging nature of biosecurity threats means that small 

scale risks blow up rapidly, thus an effective policy becomes a challenge for 

there are limitations on time and resources available for analysing threats 

and estimating the likelihood of their occurrence. 

Wikipedia                                  

 From AustralianFarmers 29th November 2019 
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Disclaimer 

While we hope that 

you will find this 

publication informa-

tive , BCA does not 

guaranty  that the 

information herein is 

without flaw, or is 

wholly appropriate 

for your particular 

purpose. We there-

fore disclaim all li-

ability for any error,  

loss or other conse-

quence , which may 

arise from you rely-

ing on  any informa-

tion in this publica-

tion 

Editor’s Contact details: 

Email: msteent@ngvemail.com  

Mobile: 0414 381 664 

 

  

 

 

New research uncovers opportunities for                                       

environmental income 

“We need a 

comprehensive 

approach that 

delivers the 

right incen-

tives, and the 

right outcomes 

for farmers 

and the envi-

ronment.”  

On International Soils Day the National Farmers’ Federation and KPMG launched 

their latest joint report, outlining how Australian farmers can set themselves up to 

tap into global demand for sustainable investments. 

It is a well-known fact that Australian farmers are at the frontline of Australia’s 

conservation efforts, managing 51% of the countries landscape. Despite this, ef-

forts to reward and offer incentives for best practice have often been sporadic.  

The report, released today, recognises the need to create markets that connect in-

vestors who are willing to pay for positive outcomes, with the farmers who are do-

ing great things for the environment.  

 

The research shows that there are new opportunities for farmers to unlock the 

value of natural capital, such as the land and ecosystems that underpin farm pro-

duction and that new sustainable finance mechanisms could unlock billions in ad-

ditional farm income.  

NFF President Fiona Simson welcomed the report and its key recommendations, 

stressing the fact that farmers play a critical role in caring for the environment.  

“Unfortunately, efforts to incentivise and reward environmental practices histori-

cally have been short-term or based on ad-hoc grants and programs. They have 

also been interfered with through complex and poorly understood regulatory re-

quirements,” Ms Simson said.  

 

“We need a comprehensive approach that delivers the right incentives, and the 

right outcomes for farmers and the environment.” The key recommendations of the 

report were:  

 Implement the $30 million Pilot Agricultural Stewardship Program including 

supporting a research project to further develop these instruments; 

 Establish a $1 billion National Biodiversity Conservation Trust as per the 

Craik Review recommendations; and 

The development of a National Natural Capital Policy and Government-backed 

standards and trading structures. 

Robert Poole, KPMG National Food and Agribusiness Lead Partner, said the re-

port shows that there are tools readily available for farmers, we just have to make 

them work. 

For more information go to the AustralianFarmers website. 

 
AustralianFarmers is an online community powered by the National Farmers' Federation. 


