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OUR FLORAL AND FAUNAL EMBLEMS

The logo for Ipswich Enviroplan was designed to
incorporate our city’s floral and faunal emblems, both of
which depend on our conservation efforts to thrive.

Plunkett Mallee
Eucalyptus curtisii
A near-threatened eucalypt is our floral emblem.
This small-growing eucalypt only occurs in scattered wild
populations throughout South East Queensland.
In Ipswich, natural populations occur at White Rock,
Dinmore and Collingwood Park.
It was selected as the Council floral emblem due to its
rarity in the wild. However, being a small eucalypt growing
to about six metres in height it is widely used as a street
tree and in gardens as an ideal wildlife-attracting species.
This means everyone can enjoy its clusters of cream
flowers during Spring.

Brush-tailed Rock Wallaby
Petrogale penicillata
A skilled and agile climber, this small-sized wallaby is at
home on the most rugged of peaks and escarpments.
Once more widespread, this threatened species is now
found locally at only a handful of sites within the Flinders
– Goolman Conservation Estate and Little Liverpool
Range. There, on the weathered remains of volcanic
peaks it browses on grasses and shrubs and shelters on
ledges and in small caves.
Being a skilled navigator of the most rugged of natural
environments makes the Brush-tailed Rock Wallaby a
fitting faunal emblem and mascot for the City of Ipswich.
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THE SEEDS WERE PLANTED IN 1996
Ipswich Enviroplan was launched in 1996 by Ipswich City
Council and ever since the community and environment
have been reaping the rewards.
Ipswich Enviroplan is a clear recognition of the wildlife,
waterways and natural bushland of Ipswich and the
valuable contribution they make to our way of life.
It’s important to residents and visitors that our flora and
fauna continue to prosper.
By committing to a plan, the Ipswich City Council and the
community have been able to take positive action on a
number of fronts for decades.
It all started with a broad statement. The creators
of Ipswich Enviroplan stated that it “aims to promote
important environmental issues and provide innovative
and effective programs for the safe keeping and
management of this City’s natural resources.”

From this broad vision the Ipswich City Council was able
to pursue a variety of strategies capable of delivering
specific environmental benefits for current and
future generations.
It was also created as a proactive measure to preserve
our key conservation areas ahead of Ipswich’s predicted
population boom. This forward-thinking initiative was
a leading concept at the time – and is something that
continues to stand the test of time.
Funding for this work has been made possible by a levy
paid by ratepayers within the Ipswich Local Government
Area. The money has been put to good use and the
community is seeing tangible benefits on public, private,
urban and rural land.
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A STRONG FRAMEWORK FOR THE ENVIRONMENT
Four pillars form the basis for successful nature
conservation within Ipswich:
 Planning
 Acquisition

These are governed and delivered through a strong
framework and informed by Council’s key strategies and
plans, Advance Ipswich, the Corporate Plan, Operational
Plan and Annual Budget.

 Management
 Partnerships

The Ipswich Enviroplan Program and Levy Policy is Council’s
position for allocating revenue generated from the levy and
managing the program’s four funding themes.

Council’s seminal natural environment management document,
the Nature Conservation Strategy, informs investment and
resource focus for the program.

The Ipswich Enviroplan Program and Levy Procedure sets
out the process for allocating funds, managing delivery and
reporting on outcomes.
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PLANNING
Ipswich Enviroplan supports the delivery of city-wide
conservation planning, management and research
activities which can include ecological studies, mapping
and ecosystem recovery development.
Getting all the flora and fauna ‘on the books’ helps us to
see what the situation is today. It also gives us the data
we need to move forward and track our progress. Our
database is an invaluable resource that continues to
grow and inform more and more of our decisions.
There are more than 1650 recorded species of native
plants and animals in Ipswich, including numerous rare
and threatened species. About 43 per cent of the
city has vegetated cover, including 38 different
regional ecosystems.

For example, Swamp Tea-Tree forest only exists within
South East Queensland and we have a responsibility to
protect the remnants that survive in the Ipswich area.
Our region also has the only known recorded specimens
of the Cooneana Olive shrub Notelaea ipsviciensis.
The bushland that surrounds our residential communities
supports a diverse range of wildlife, from the grounddwelling Black breasted button quail Turnix melanogaster
to the koala Phascolaractos cinereus and Powerful Owl
Ninox strenua.
It’s vital that biodiversity within each region is maintained
and that the living corridors connecting different
vegetation communities remain intact.

These species depend on other flora and fauna, so there
is a large and very complex environment that needs
to stay healthy. A failure on just one level can have a
domino effect across many others.

Objective

Strategic
city-wide
planning

‘Alien insect’ by I Nott
Ipswich Enviroplan Photo Comp

Tasks


Develop and implement a city-wide nature conservation strategy and targeted
recovery plans for significant ecosystems and flora and fauna species



Undertake ecological research, studies, surveys, modelling and mapping that identifies
priorities, core conservation areas and significant corridors



Develop mechanisms that protect natural environmental assets through land use
planning processes
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ACQUISITION
The community doesn’t want to see key conservation
areas and large tracts of native vegetation slip away.
To secure them for future generations we sometimes
need to purchase habitat areas that can be consolidated
within Council’s estates and reserves.
Securing habitat areas doesn’t lock out bushwalkers and
other sustainable nature-based activities. In fact, within
Council estates and reserves, it opens up spaces that
may have been inaccessible previously.

Additional funds may be borrowed against the Levy to
assist with land purchases. This approach ensures future
generations help to pay for the community benefits
gained by today’s aquisitions. It also enables Council to
acquire more real property while prices are lower and
environmentally significant attributes are intact.

Through our Enviroplan Acquisition Program we identify
and prioritise valuable conservation areas across the
city. Council considers these areas for voluntary
purchase and negotiates with landholders willing to
sell land for conservation.

Objective

Acquire
strategically
significant
conservation land

‘Catching the Rain by I Roper
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Tasks


Identify suitable properties



Develop and implement forward plan/portfolio of priority areas



Respond to opportunistic enquiries



Assess properties and if applicable proceed with negotiated purchases



Investigate leveraging funding through grants and joint purchase opportunities
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THOUSANDS OF HECTARES
SECURED FOR THE FUTURE
Through Enviroplan, Ipswich City Council has secured
and manages more than 6,700 hectares of reserves and
conservation estates for current and future generations.

Purga Nature Reserve – 140 hectares
This reserve, about 14kms south of Ipswich CBD, contains
one of the largest remaining stands of endangered
Swamp Tea-tree Melaleuca irbyana. Purga Nature
Reserve is also an important habitat area supporting a
healthy koala population within the important Blue Gum
Eucalyptus tereticornis community along Purga Creek.

Flinders – Goolman Conservation Estate –
2,258 hectares
This estate includes extensive forests and rugged
volcanic peaks and slopes including Flinders Peak,
Mount Blaine, Mount Catherine and Mount Goolman. As
part of the regionally significant Flinders – Karawatha
Corridor – the largest terrestrial biodiversity corridor in
South East Queensland – it is an important refuge for
biodiversity. This includes Council’s faunal emblem the
Brush-tailed Rock Wallaby Petrogale penicillata, vine
scrub and the largest protected population of Flinders
plum Planchonella eerwah.

Kholo Enviroplan (Cameron’s Scrub)
Reserve – 158 hectares
About 11km north of Ipswich CBD in the suburb of Pine
Mountain this reserve supports a wide variety of bird,
mammal, reptile and amphibian species and adjoins a
nature refuge to the west that is owned and managed
by the State Government. Together, the reserve and the
refuge protect a dry vine forest vegetation complex that
has almost disappeared from South East Queensland.

White Rock – Spring Mountain
Conservation Estate – 2,992 hectares
This estate contains ecosystems and species associated
with the weathered remnants of sandstone ridges and
bluffs. The area was chosen because of its diversity of
shrubs, the near-threatened Plunkett Mallee Eucalyptus
curtisii and medicinal plants, along with both the
Woogaroo and Opossum creeks’ importance as valuable
habitat and its catchment link to the Brisbane River. It is
a popular location for nature-based recreation activities
such as bushwalking, horse riding, mountain biking and
bird watching.
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Stirling Road Reserve – 33 hectares
This reserve, about 5.5km west of Walloon provides an
extremely valuable habitat. It was purchased to protect
areas of regenerating dry vine forest, a stand of the rare
Bailey’s Cyprus Callitris baileyi and the vulnerable Blackbreasted Button Quail Turnix melanogaster.

Haig Street Quarry Conservation Reserve –
23 hectares
This green zone in the suburb of Brassall is a popular
destination for recreational walkers, picnickers and
families who come to enjoy the expansive views of the
Scenic Rim. The land around the quarry was handed
over to the Ipswich City Council in 1989. Seven years
later Ipswich Enviroplan funding was used to expand the
Reserve. Even with urban residential development on all
four sides, the expanded reserve assists to maintain a
north-south corridor that allows for wildlife movement
from the Pine Mountain area through to the
Bremer River.

Hillview Drive Reserve – 37 hectares
This reserve, 4.7km north of Ipswich CBD, adjoins the
popular Kholo Botanic Gardens along the Bremer River
and helps to conserve native vegetation. The Reserve was
purchased in 1999 to form part of a major bioregional
corridor which connects across the Brisbane River with
linkages to Brisbane Forest Park.

Mount Grandchester Conservation
Estate – 977 hectares
On the western outskirts of Ipswich is an estate that
assists the movement of wildlife through the Bluff along
significant corridors. Before being purchased under
Enviroplan in 2011, Mount Grandchester had a history of
cattle grazing and logging. Some of this activity has been
balanced by a significant amount of vegetation retention.
Mount Grandchester was purchased as a conservation
estate with the intention of conserving and restoring
habitat for species such as Glossy Black Cockatoo
Calyptorhynchus lathami and Koala
Phascolaractos cinereus.

Ric Natrass Environmental Park –
13 hectares
This area of Goodna adjoins sections of Woogaroo Creek
and provides connectivity for species from White Rock –
Spring Mountain Conservation Estate to the Brisbane
River corridor. Council purchased the property freehold
for conservation purposes in 2005, and in 2006 named
the park in honour of Ric Natrass’ advocacy work and
valuable contribution to conservation.
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Denmark Hill Conservation Reserve –
12 hectares
Denmark Hill is a site steeped in history, with Triassic
period insect fossils discovered in the reserve and intense
coal mining activity early last century. It was established
as a State Environmental Park in 1979 and as well as its
natural values and cultural heritage offers panoramic
views of the city.

Pteropus Conservation Park (Woodend
Nature Centre) – 2 hectares
In 1995 the Woodend Nature Centre was gazetted by
the State Government with joint trusteeship between
the then-Department of Environment and Ipswich
City Council. At the time the dominant reason for its
protected status was the existence of a large flying-fox
colony. At its peak the colony can reach 500,000 flyingfoxes. A small number of transient bats remain on site,
but a key ongoing value is the small remnants of eucalypt
forest along the Bremer River.

Redbank Rifle Range Conservation
Estate – 129 hectares
In 2014 the State Government appointed Ipswich City
Council as trustee of the site, on both sides of Goodna
Creek. Historically this site was a training ground for
Australian and US forces during WWII. Today it is one
of the only protected – and also one of the largest
– patches of this endangered regional ecosystem of
eucalypt woodland that was once synonymous with the
local area.
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MANAGEMENT
Once an area of land has been secured under Ipswich
Enviroplan, the conservation values of that land have to
be carefully managed.
Council’s Nature Conservation Strategy sets out a
framework for achieving the desired management
outcomes. It is the blueprint for effective environmental
planning and the strategic driver for the implementation
of on-ground activities in Council’s natural area estate.
Council’s investment in managing and improving
our conservation estates spans a wide range of
actions, from building and maintaining service
tracks, recreational trails, barriers, fences and gates,
habitat restoration works, installing and maintaining
environmental education signage and facilities and
preserving aboriginal and European cultural heritage.
Land acquired through Enviroplan have Bushland
Management Plans guiding best management practices.

Objective

Plan, manage
and establish
the Natural Area
Estate

They allow Council to identify values and threats
and establish programs to reach the desired vision.
The plans also help to determine which activities are
compatible for each area.
There are particular types of pest plants and animals
that can do an enormous amount of damage to the
native environment. A targeted program is implemented
for Council’s conservation areas to reduce the
occurrence and impact of pests. Priorities are informed
by Council’s Pest Management Plan and Conservation
Works Program.
Ipswich City Council has produced a Fire Management
Strategy which directs actions for for all Enviroplan
acquired lands. The maintenance of the fire hazard
infrastructure is ongoing. The use of ecological burns
helps to support biodiversity and assist with managing
pest plants.

Tasks


Develop and implement management plans for key conservation estates and
bushland reserves



Develop and implement conservation works program



Monitor and control pest animals and plants



Identify and prioritise suitable areas for visitor access



Engage stakeholder and user groups in the planning of sustainable nature-based
recreation facilities



Develop and implement nature-based recreation works



Identify and deliver capital infrastructure projects
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VISITOR EXPERIENCE
ON THE RIGHT TRACK
The Ipswich Enviroplan is for the community. We want
to bring you closer to nature and let you appreciate the
beauty of our natural environments while protecting
important values. To do that we have to develop
facilities that encourage visitation, but also treads
lightly on the terrain.
The community’s interaction and usage of the City’s
environmental areas is assisted in part through the
conservation estate interface. Any improvements to
visitor access, information signage or user facilities
have to be in harmony with the surrounding
natural environment.

Purga Nature Reserve Boardwalk
This reserve was officially opened to the public in 1999.
Construction of a boardwalk has given visitors access
to the reserve’s wetlands and endangered ecosystems.
Other features developed in the site include interpretive
signage, trails, picnic tables, toilets and a frog pond.

White Rock – Spring Mountain
Conservation Estate Paperbark Flats
With improvements to the carpark, the creation of an
extensive track network and the building of a boardwalk,
Paperbark Flats was opened up for visitors. This work
allowed visitors to gain a closer look at significant
vegetation including melaleuca and swamp
mahogany communities.

Flinders – Goolman Conservation Estate
The two main day use visitor nodes that have been
developed within this estate are Flinders Plum Picnic Area
and Hardings Paddock Picnic Area. Infrastructure such as
picnic tables, walking tracks and environmentally friendly
toilets and camping facilities (Hardings Paddock only)
have made this a family-friendly destination.

‘Misty morning’ by L Fabri
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PARTNERSHIPS
Right from the start council has recognised that
education and awareness is a collaborative effort.
It’s our role to support an environmentally active
community - from individual landholders to special
interest groups - by providing incentives, programs and
initiatives that achieve our common goals. The more the
wider community gets involved with Enviroplan the more
exciting our future becomes.

Ipswich City Council provides a range of partnerships
and support activities in recognition of the critical
role the community play in nature conservation.
These initiatives and projects deliver on-ground
activities with tangible improvements as well as
increased environmental awareness through
support and education.

Our environmental partnership and awareness initiatives
are helping the community to become more conscious of
our natural assets. It gives us a better understanding of
what is being done and why. It may inspire you to learn
more about the environmental decisions you’re making
in your backyard. Or it might just get you thinking about
pulling on a pair of hiking boots, packing a picnic basket
or picking up a pair of binoculars and a camera.

Objective

Tasks

Support
landholders
to achieve
conservation
outcomes



Offer technical information to community members to encourage best land
management practices



Provide on-ground and tailored technical support to private landholders



Provide resources and financial assistance for on-ground works



Provide thorough information to the Ipswich community regarding the use and value of
the Enviroplan Levy



Make a range of publications available to the community regarding Enviroplan
initiatives and activities



Showcase environmental assets to encourage greater appreciation and pride in the
Ipswich region

Well-informed
community
Inspire a more
environmentally
active and aware
community
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NURTURING INTEREST
FROM THE GROUND UP
Here are some of the ways Ipswich Enviroplan is helping
everyone to get involved.

Landholder Partnerships Program
One way that we work with private landholders to
assist them in the conservation of native species
and ecosystems is through Voluntary Conservation
Agreements. These agreements make it possible
for cooperative efforts in protecting and managing
privately owned bushland or riparian land that is of
high conservation value. Council support can include
conservation project grants, newsletters, free plants,
technical advice and workshops.

Wildlife Partnerships
Landholders who wish to protect wildlife habitats on their
property can enter into the popular Land for Wildlife
program. It offers advice and assistance on providing
habitat for native plants and animals on your property.

Nature-based recreation guides
Whether it is quiet roaming, exercise with attitude, or
some adrenalin charged action, Ipswich is the best place
to get outdoors and active. Multi-use trail networks have
been created in some of our popular natural areas for
opportunities for bushwalking, mountain biking or horse
riding in specified areas.

Environment and Sustainability grants
This grant program provides support to community
groups, education providers and wildlife carers to
undertake community-led initiatives that contribute to
the protection and enhancement of the environment
within Ipswich. The grants assist in the continuation
of work completed by not-for-profit organisations
and encourages community involvement in
environmental actions.
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LOVING WHERE WE LIVE
Ipswich is a great place to live. We all want to keep it
that way. Ipswich Enviroplan strives to conserve the
flora, fauna and natural values that make this part of
the world so special. It can enrich our way of life by
making our green spaces accessible to the community.
It’s already happening – and that’s because we have
your support.

By promoting important environmental issues and
providing innovative programs to manage our natural
resources we’re helping Ipswich to keep the things we
love as our city grows. To know more about how Ipswich
residents and visitors can enjoy a quality green lifestyle
see Ipswich.qld.gov.au/environment

Thank you for helping us to achieve significant
milestones over more than two decades. In the years
ahead we will continue to see the Ipswich environment
prosper and grow stronger.
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Ipswich City Council
PO Box 191, Ipswich QLD 4305, Australia
Phone (07) 3810 6666
council@ipswich.qld.gov.au
Ipswich.qld.gov.au
Join us online:
/IpswichCityCouncil
/IpswichCouncil
/ipswich-city-council
/IpswichCityCouncilTV
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